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enforcement capabilities under the SDNT
program. The task force, which also has other
personnel assigned to OFAC in Washington,
is working on an expedited basis to escalate
the attack on the drug cartels in Colombia
as envisioned by Executive Order 12978.

The task force mission is to identify, de-
velop, and exploit all forms of information
resources in Colombia in order to further ex-
pose and incapacitate the businesses and
operatives of the Cali drug cartel and other
significant narcotics traffickers in Colombia.
By increasing the number of SDNT designa-
tions, U.S. sanctions will impact an ever-larg-
er number of individuals and entities that are
owned or controlled by, or act for or on be-
half of the cartels, or which provide material
or financial support to the activities of Sig-
nificant Narcotics Traffickers. Personnel and
related costs are being born by the parent
agencies of the persons detailed to the nar-
cotics sanctions project in Bogota and Wash-
ington.

6. As of August 31, 1996, OFAC had issued
five specific licenses pursuant to Executive
Order 12978. These licenses were issued in
accordance with established Treasury policy
authorizing the completion of pre-sanctions
transactions and the provision of legal serv-
ices to and payment of fees for representa-
tion of SDNTs in proceedings within the
United States arising from the imposition of
sanctions.

7. The expenses incurred by the Federal
Government in the 6-month period from
April 21 through October 20, 1996, that are
directly attributable to the exercise of powers
and authorities conferred by the declaration
of the national emergency with respect to
Significant Narcotics Traffickers are esti-
mated at approximately $1 million. Personnel
costs were largely centered in the Depart-
ment of the Treasury (particularly in the Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control, the Office of
the General Counsel, and the U.S. Customs
Service), the Department of Justice, and the
Department of State.

8. Executive Order 12978 provides this
Administration with a new tool for combat-
ting the actions of significant foreign narcot-
ics traffickers centered in Colombia, and the
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm
that they cause in the United States and

abroad. The Order is designed to deny these
traffickers the benefit of any assets subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States and
to prevent United States persons from engag-
ing in any commercial dealings with them,
their front companies, and their agents. Ex-
ecutive Order 12978 demonstrates the U.S.
commitment to end the scourge that such
traffickers have wrought upon society in the
United States and abroad.

The magnitude and the dimension of the
problem in Colombia—perhaps the most piv-
otal country of all in terms of the world’s
cocaine trade—is extremely grave. I shall
continue to exercise the powers at my dis-
posal to apply economic sanctions against sig-
nificant foreign narcotics traffickers and their
violent and corrupting activities as long as
these measures are appropriate, and will con-
tinue to report periodically to the Congress
on significant developments pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1703(c).

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 22.

Remarks to the Community in
Detroit, Michigan
October 22, 1996

Thank you very, very much. Thank you so
much. Mayor and Mrs. Archer, Congressman
Dingell, Congressman Bonior, Congressman
Levin, Governor and Mrs. Blanchard, Mayor
Stanley—[applause]—you can clap for any-
one you like, it’s an informal day—Mayor
Stanley, Bishop, Mayor Bob Kozaren of
Hamtramck, welcome. [Applause] Thank
you.

I’d like to welcome the fourth grade stu-
dents from the Hiller Elementary School
from Lapeer, Michigan. They’re here some-
where. Where are they? Welcome. We’re
glad you’re here. And students from the
Academy of Military Science in Detroit are
here somewhere, I think. Where are you,
back there in the back? Welcome.
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I want to thank Senator Carl Levin for his
extraordinary work. As you know—I’m sure
everyone in Michigan knows that in January
Senator Levin will become at least the rank-
ing Democratic member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee and perhaps the
chairman of the Senate Armed Services
Committee. We wish him well. In addition
to his vigorous representation of the people
of Michigan on all kinds of domestic issues,
he has been a great leader for keeping our
Nation strong and secure in this time of re-
markable change. And the State, the Nation,
and the President are in your debt, Senator.
Thank you very much.

I am delighted to be here in Detroit to
discuss the challenges we face as we enter
the 21st century, to make sure that we re-
main the world’s strongest force for peace
and freedom, for security and prosperity. De-
troit is a city meeting the challenges of the
future and is the perfect place for me to have
this opportunity to visit with you. Yesterday
I couldn’t help thinking that in the
empowerment zone that the mayor and oth-
ers have worked to make so much of, which
has generated $2 billion in private capital to
develop the resources of the people of De-
troit here, and in the ground we broke yester-
day for a $1.6 billion new airport to give you
the capacity to reach out to the rest of the
world, Detroit is doing what all of America
must do. We must develop ourselves and
reach out to the rest of the world. Congratu-
lations, Mayor, and to all the other local offi-
cials here. We’re delighted to be here.

From its very founding, our Nation has
stood for the idea that people have the right
to control their own lives, to pursue their own
dreams. In this century we have done far
more than just stand for these principles;
Americans have acted upon them and sac-
rificed for them, fought two World Wars so
that freedom could triumph over tyranny,
then made commitments that kept the peace,
that helped to spread democracy, that
brought great prosperity to ourselves and
helped to win the cold war.

Now the ideas we struggle for, democracy
and freedom—freedom of religion, freedom
of speech, freedom of assembly, open mar-
kets, respect for diversity—these ideas are
more and more the ideals of humanity. When

we adopted democracy as our form of gov-
ernment in 1776, and then when we ratified
our Constitution a few years later, it was an
unusual choice that we made. Democracy
had largely vanished from the Earth for near-
ly 2,000 years, since ancient Greece.

In this century, amid all the wars and
bloodshed, we have struggled to advance the
cause of democracy and to support those who
are seeking it. And now, for the first time
in history, 61 percent of the world’s nations,
and for the very first time in the last couple
of years, over half of the people on the face
of the globe live under democratically elect-
ed leaders in free countries. That’s a remark-
able thing. This never happened before.

Four years ago when I sought the Presi-
dency I said that to build a strong community
based on opportunity and responsibility here
at home, to be both prosperous and secure,
we would have to continue to lead abroad
in this new era. The burden of American
leadership and the importance of it, indeed,
the essential character of American leader-
ship is one of the great lessons of the 20th
century. It will be an even more powerful
reality in the 21st century, a century in which
the blocs and barriers that defined the world
for previous generations will continue to give
way to greater freedom, faster change, great-
er communications and commerce across na-
tional borders, and more profound innova-
tion than ever before, a century in which
more people than ever will have the chance
to share in humanity’s genius for progress.

As walls come down around the world, so
must the walls in our minds between our do-
mestic policy and our foreign policy. Think
about it. Our prosperity as individuals, com-
munities, and a nation depends upon our
economic policies at home and abroad, on
Detroit’s empowerment zone and your com-
mitment to an airport facility that will con-
nect you better to the rest of the world. Our
well-being as individuals, communities, and
a nation depends upon our environmental
policies at home and abroad. Our security
as individuals, communities, and a nation de-
pends upon our policies to fight terrorism,
crime, and drugs at home and abroad. We
reduce the threats to people here in America
by reducing the threats beyond our borders.
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We advance our interests at home by advanc-
ing the common good around the world.

Let me just give you one example that I’ll
return to in a moment. In the last 4 years
the American people, working together, have
created 101⁄2 million new jobs. Now, that is
good news. But perhaps even more impor-
tant, more than half of those jobs are in high-
wage categories. That is one reason that real
wages for the typical working family have
started to rise again for the first time in a
decade.

Now, that has to be seen in terms of what
is happening to the American economy be-
coming connected to the rest of the world.
We’ve had an all-time high in exports, an in-
crease in exports of about 35 percent, and
we know that export-related jobs, on average,
pay considerably higher than jobs which are
totally confined in their economic impact to
the domestic community.

The 200-plus agreements we’ve made in
trade, including over 20 with Japan, we’ve
seen an increase of 85 percent in the export
of American products to Japan. I visited, as
many of you know, an American auto dealer-
ship in Tokyo. And just yesterday we learned
that our exports of American cars to Japan
increased 40 percent in just one year last
year. I say that simply to make the point that
our economic policies at home and abroad
affect the well-being of America’s families.

And in a world that is increasingly inter-
connected, we have to just sort of take down
that artificial wall in our mind that this is
completely a foreign policy issue and this is
completely a domestic issue, because increas-
ingly they impact one on the other. That is
why I think, among other things, we have
to resist those who believe that now that the
cold war is over the United States can com-
pletely return to focusing on problems within
our borders and basically ignore those be-
yond our borders.

That escapism is not available to us be-
cause at the end of the cold war, America
truly is the world’s indispensable nation.
There are times when only America can
make the difference between war and peace,
between freedom and repression, between
hope and fear. We cannot and should not
try to be the world’s policeman. But where
our interests and values are clearly at stake,

and where we can make a difference, we
must act and lead.

We must lead in two ways: first, by meet-
ing the immediate challenges to our interests
from rogue regimes, from sudden explosions
of ethnic, racial, and religious and tribal
hatreds, from short-term crises; and second,
by making long-term investments in security,
prosperity, peace, and freedom that can pre-
vent these problems from arising in the first
place and that will help all of us to fully seize
the opportunities of the 21st century.

We have approached the immediate chal-
lenges with strength and flexibility, working
with others when we can, alone when we
must, using diplomacy where possible and
force where necessary.

When I took office, the bloodiest war in
Europe since World War II was raging in
Bosnia. Thanks to U.S.-led NATO air strikes,
American diplomacy, and IFOR’s peace-
keeping efforts, the war is over, elections
have been held. The Bosnian people are now
getting on with the very hard work of rebuild-
ing their lives, their land, their economy, and
their capacity to deal with each other in an
atmosphere of respect. None of it will be
easier, but America acted, our partners and
allies acted. And think of what would have
happened if we had walked away.

When I took office, dictators terrorized
Haiti. They forced tens of thousands of refu-
gees to flee. Because we backed American
diplomacy with military force and the power
of an international coalition, the dictators are
gone; Haiti’s democracy is back; the flight
from fear has ended. Difficulties remain, but
think what it would be like if America had
not acted.

As Senator Levin said, when I took office
North Korea was moving forward with a dan-
gerous nuclear program it had been working
on for more than a decade. Thanks to our
diplomacy, and with the help of Japan, South
Korea, and China, North Korea has frozen
that program under international monitoring.
I wish that more progress were being made
in North Korea toward openness, but think
how much worse it would be if we had not
acted.

Two years ago the collapse of the Mexican
peso jeopardized our own economy and the
sanctity of our borders. Because we stepped
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in immediately and rallied others to join us,
Mexico has rebounded. Three-quarters of
our loans have been repaid ahead of sched-
ule. We are earning interest on the deal. I
believe we have made about a half a billion
dollars so far. I know that was one of the
more unpopular decisions of my Presidency,
but think what would have happened if we
had allowed our neighbor to the south to col-
lapse economically without a supporting
hand from the United States for their efforts
to reform their political and economic sys-
tems and, therefore, to be able to work with
us in a supportive way.

In each of these cases we were able to
succeed because, first, we accepted the re-
sponsibility to lead. But it isn’t enough just
to handle these immediate crises. We also
must set our sights on a more distant horizon.
Through our size, our strength, our relative
wealth, and also through the power of our
example, America has a unique ability to
shape a world of greater security and pros-
perity, peace, and freedom. These are long-
term efforts and often they take place behind
the headlines. But only by pursuing them can
we give our children the best possible oppor-
tunity to realize their own God-given poten-
tial.

That’s why we have worked patiently and
pragmatically to reduce the threat of weap-
ons of mass destruction, to take on the chal-
lenge of terrorism, to build an open trading
system for the 21st century, to help secure
the gains that peace and freedom are making
around the world. We are making the future
more secure by lifting the danger of weapons
of mass destruction.

It has taken hard negotiations and persist-
ent diplomacy. But consider the results.
Today, not a single Russian missile targets
America. We are cutting our nuclear arsenals
by two-thirds. We are working to keep the
remaining weapons safe and secure. We
helped to convince Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and
Belarus to give up the warheads left on their
lands after the Soviet Union dissolved. We
won the indefinite extension of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, our most powerful
tool in keeping nuclear weapons from
spreading. And just a few weeks ago, after
literally decades of discussion that began
under Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy,

I was proud to be the first head of state to
sign the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty. Once enforced, it will end nuclear
testing for all times.

There is, to be sure, more hard work ahead
of us. We must secure the ratification in the
United States Senate of the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention, to make it more difficult for
rogue states and terrorists to acquire poison
gas. We must strengthen the Biological
Weapons Convention to help prevent the use
of disease as a weapon of war. And we must
succeed in negotiating a worldwide ban on
antipersonnel landmines, which murder and
maim more than 25,000 people a year.

As we keep our focus on these goals, we
must also keep the heat on terrorists who
would darken the dawn of the new century.
Piece by piece, we have put in place a strat-
egy to fight terrorism on three fronts: tough-
ening our laws at home, tightening security
in our airports and airplanes, and pressing
our allies to adopt with us a strict policy of
zero—zero—tolerance for terrorism.

In the congressional session just con-
cluded, two important pieces of legislation
were passed to help give us the tools to fight
terrorists at home. And almost all the Vice
President’s recommendations for increased
security at our airports and on our airplanes
were adopted in a billion-dollar bill designed
to help us move immediately and aggres-
sively to improve airport and airline security.
I am encouraged by that.

When I met last summer with the leaders
of the G–7 nations in France, they agreed
to work with us to try to get a zero tolerance
for terrorism policy around the world. While
we can defeat terrorists—and we have been
successful in thwarting attempted terrorist
attacks in the United States, attempted at-
tacks on our planes flying out of the west
coast; recently there was a conviction in a
United States court of a person we extradited
back to the United States who was charged
and then convicted of conspiring to blow up
a number of airplanes flying out of our west
coast over the Pacific—it will be a long time
before we defeat terrorism. But we have to
remain determined and strong. If we do, we
know we can prevail.

It took a while for the cold war to be re-
solved in a way that was favorable to human-
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ity and freedom, but we stayed the course,
and we must stay the course against this. And
our allies must help us. We simply cannot
be doing business by day with people who
are supporting terrorists who will kill us by
night. That is wrong, and we must work to
develop a common policy on that.

We are building prosperity at home by
opening markets abroad, as I said earlier. I
believe that decades from now people will
look back on this period and see the most
far-reaching changes in the world trading sys-
tem in generations. More than 200 trade
agreements we have negotiated have led to
more than a million new jobs. They’ve helped
to make America the number one exporter
again. You know that here in Detroit. You
led the Nation here with the fastest recent
growth in export trade. And today, for the
first time since the 1970’s, the United States
is again the number one producer of auto-
mobiles in the world.

It is not easy to both expand trade and
keep the rules fair. It has to be done issue
by issue, agreement by agreement. It is hard
work, day-in and day-out, month-in and
month-out, year-in and year-out. But we
must continue to do it. Next month I will
travel again to Asia, to the Philippines, for
the fourth annual summit of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum, because a lot
of America’s future is tied to Asia’s future.
As a Pacific power, we have a responsibility
to work for stability and security in Asia, and
an opportunity to benefit from that region’s
extraordinary economic growth.

We are also working to advance the cause
of peace and freedom around the world. This
also is a mission rooted in both our ideals
and our interests. After all, when people live
free and they’re at peace, they’re much less
likely to make war or abuse the rights of their
own citizens, much more likely to be good
trading partners and partners in the struggle
against terrorism, international crime, and
drug trafficking, working with us to prevent
global environmental decay. From the Mid-
dle East to Northern Ireland, from Cuba to
Burma, from Burundi to South Africa, those
taking risks for peace and freedom know that
the United States will stand at their side.

Nowhere are our interests more engaged
than in Europe. When Europe is at peace,

our security is strengthened. When Europe
prospers, so does America. We have a special
bond because our Nation was formed from
the hopes and dreams of those who came
to our shores from across the Atlantic seeking
religious freedom, fleeing persecution, look-
ing for a better life. From the Pilgrims of
1620 to the Hungarian freedom fighters of
1956, whose struggle we commemorate to-
morrow, they gave America the strength of
diversity and the passion for freedom.

Remarkable generations of Americans in-
vested in Europe’s peace and freedom with
their own sacrifice. They fought two World
Wars. They had the vision to create NATO
and the Marshall plan. The vigor of those
institutions, the force of democracy, the de-
termination of people to be free, all these
helped to produce victory in the cold war.
But now that that freedom has been won,
it is this generation’s responsibility to ensure
that it will not be lost again, not ever.

President Reagan gave strength to those
working to bring down the Iron Curtain.
President Bush helped to reunify Germany.
And now, for the very first time since nation-
states first appeared in Europe, we have an
opportunity to build a peaceful, undivided,
and democratic continent. It has never hap-
pened before; it can be done now, a con-
tinent where democracy and free markets
know no boundaries, but where nations can
be assured that their borders will always be
secure and their sovereignty and independ-
ence will always be respected.

In January 1994, during my first trip to
Europe as President, I laid out a strategy for
European integration: political integration
around democracies, economic integration
around free markets, security integration
around military cooperation. I urged our en-
during allies and new friends to build the
bonds among our nations that are necessary
for this time, through the European Union,
through NATO, through the other institu-
tions of a new Europe. I challenged all our
people to summon the will and the resources
to make this vision real.

The United States and Europe are answer-
ing that challenge. With our help, the forces
of reform in Europe’s newly free nations
have laid the foundations of democracy. They
have political parties and free elections, an
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independent media, civilian control of the
military. We’ve helped them to develop suc-
cessful market economies, and now are mov-
ing from aid to trade and investment.

Look at what has been achieved by our
common efforts. In the 7 years since the fall
of the Berlin Wall, two-thirds of Russia’s
economy has moved from the heavy grip of
the state into private hands. Poland has now
one of the West’s highest rates of growth.
You’re as likely to read about Poland on the
business page as the front page today. The
private sector produces half the national in-
come of an independent Ukraine. From the
Czech Republic to Hungary to Estonia, the
same forces of freedom and free markets are
creating bustling prosperity and hope for the
future.

The bedrock of our common security re-
mains NATO. When President Truman
signed the North Atlantic Treaty 47 years
ago, he expressed the goal of its founders
plainly but powerfully: to preserve their
present peaceful situation and to protect it
in the future. All of us here today, every sin-
gle one of us, are the beneficiaries of NATO’s
extraordinary success in doing just that.

NATO defended the West by deterring ag-
gression. Even more, through NATO, West-
ern Europe became a source of stability in-
stead of hostility. France and Germany
moved from conflict to cooperation. Democ-
racy took permanent root in countries where
fascism once ruled.

I came to office convinced that NATO can
do for Europe’s East what it did for Europe’s
West: prevent a return to local rivalries,
strengthen democracy against future threats,
and create the conditions for prosperity to
flourish. That’s why the United States has
taken the lead in a three-part effort to build
a new NATO for a new era: first, by adapting
NATO with new capabilities for new mis-
sions; second, by opening its doors to Eu-
rope’s emerging democracies; third, by build-
ing a strong and cooperative relationship be-
tween NATO and Russia.

To adapt NATO, we have taken on mis-
sions beyond the territory of its members for
the first time and done so in cooperation with
nonmember states, shifting our emphasis to
smaller and more flexible forces prepared to
provide for our defense but also trained and

equipped for peacekeeping. We’re setting up
mobile headquarters to run these new mis-
sions more effectively and efficiently. We’re
giving our European allies a larger role with-
in the alliance, while preserving NATO’s vital
core, which is an integrated command mili-
tary structure.

The United States will continue to take the
lead in NATO, especially in the southern re-
gion where the most immediate threats to
peace exist. But we welcome our allies’ will-
ingness to shoulder a greater share of the
burden and to assume greater leadership.

Bosnia has been the first major test of the
new NATO. At first, NATO could act jointly
only with the United Nations. But once
NATO took charge, once its lead, its air
power, together with its diplomatic leader-
ship, was available fully, it pushed the
Bosnian Serbs from the battlefield to the bar-
gaining table. The NATO-led Implementa-
tion Force has restored security to Bosnia.
It has given the Bosnian people a chance,
not a guarantee but a chance to build a last-
ing peace.

But for NATO to fulfill its real promise
of peace and democracy in Europe it will
not be enough simply to take on new mis-
sions as the need arises. NATO must also
take in new members, including those from
among its former adversaries. It must reach
out to all the new democracies in Central
Europe, the Baltics, and the New Independ-
ent States of the former Soviet Union.

At the first NATO summit I attended in
January of 1994, I proposed that NATO
should enlarge, steadily, deliberately, openly.
And our allies agreed. First, together, we cre-
ated the Partnership For Peace as a path to
full NATO membership for some and a
strong and lasting link to the alliance for all.
I think it would be fair to say that the Part-
nership For Peace has exceeded what even
its most optimistic supporters predicted for
it in the beginning. There are more than two
dozen members now.

The more than two dozen members and
the astonishing amount of cooperation and
joint training and partnership that has devel-
oped as a result of this Partnership For Peace
has made it something of significance—I be-
lieve enduring significance—beyond what we
ever imagined when we started it. And the
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strategy is paying off. The prospect of mem-
bership in or partnership with NATO has
given Europe’s new democracies a strong in-
centive to continue to reform and to improve
relations with their neighbors.

Through the Partnership For Peace, pro-
spective new members are actually gaining
the practical experience they need to join
NATO. Thirteen partner nations are serving
alongside NATO troops and helping to se-
cure the peace in Bosnia. There are Polish
and Czech combat battalions, Hungarian and
Romanian engineering troops, soldiers from
Ukraine and the Baltic States, forces from
Sweden and Finland and a full Russian bri-
gade. Just 7 years ago, these soldiers served
on opposite sides of the Iron Curtain. Today,
their teamwork with our troops and other
European NATO allies is erasing the lines
that once divided Europe while bringing an
end to the bloodiest conflict in Europe since
World War II.

We have kept NATO enlargement on
track. Now it is time to take the next historic
step forward. Last month, I called for a sum-
mit in the spring or early summer of next
year to name the first group of future NATO
members and to invite them to begin acces-
sion talks. Today I want to state America’s
goal. By 1999, NATO’s 50th anniversary and
10 years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the
first group of countries we invite to join
should be full-fledged members of NATO.

I also pledged for my part, and I believe
for NATO’s part as well, that NATO’s doors
will not close behind its first new members.
NATO should remain open to all of Europe’s
emerging democracies who are ready to
shoulder the responsibilities of membership.
No nation will be automatically excluded. No
country outside NATO will have a veto. We
will work to deepen our cooperation, mean-
while, with all the nations in the Partnership
For Peace. A gray zone of insecurity must
not reemerge in Europe.

Now, I want to say that as we go forward
the American people should be aware that
this plan is not free of costs. Peace and secu-
rity are not available on the cheap. Enlarge-
ment will mean extending the most solemn
security guarantee to our new allies. To be
a NATO member means that all the other
members make a commitment to treat an at-

tack on one as an attack on all. But mark
my words, if we fail to seize this historic op-
portunity to build a new NATO in a new
Europe, if we allow the Iron Curtain to be
replaced by a veil of indifference, we will pay
a much higher price later on down the road.
America will be stronger and safer if the
democratic family continues to grow, if we
bring to our ranks partners willing to share
the risks and responsibilities of freedom.

By overwhelming majorities this summer,
both Houses of Congress passed a NATO en-
largement facilitation act. I greatly appreciate
this bipartisan support for our efforts to forge
a broader alliance of prosperity, of security
and, as the First Lady said in Prague on the
last 4th of July, an alliance of values with
Europe. I look forward to working with Con-
gress to ratify the accession of new members,
to provide the resources we need to meet
this commitment, to secure the support of
the American people. NATO enlargement is
not directed against anyone. It will advance
the security of everyone: NATO’s old mem-
bers, new members, and nonmembers alike.

I know that some in Russia still look at
NATO through a cold-war prism and, there-
fore, look at our proposals to expand it in
a negative light. But I ask them to look again.
We are building a new NATO, just as we
support the Russian people in building a new
Russia. By reducing rivalry and fear, by
strengthening peace and cooperation, NATO
will promote greater stability in Europe and
Russia will be among the beneficiaries. In-
deed, Russia has the best chance in history
to help to build that peaceful and undivided
Europe and to be an equal and respected
and successful partner in that sort of future.

The great opportunity the Russian people
have is to define themselves in terms of the
future, not the past, to forge a new relation-
ship with NATO as enlargement moves for-
ward. The United States has suggested that
Russia and NATO work out a formal agree-
ment on cooperation. We should set up a
regular mechanism for NATO-Russia meet-
ings at all levels. We should consult on Euro-
pean security issues so that whenever pos-
sible NATO and Russia can act jointly to
meet the challenges of the new era, just as
we have acted jointly in Bosnia.
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Just think about it. In Bosnia, Russia and
NATO are already partners for peace. We
should set our sights on becoming full part-
ners and bringing all of Europe together. To-
gether we can help to turn the main battle-
ground for the bloodiest century in history
into a continent whose people remain secure
and prosperous, free and at peace.

These past 4 years, it’s been one of the
greatest privileges of my life to represent
America around the world, from the halls of
Kremlin to the hillsides of Port-au-Prince,
from the deserts of Jordan to the Tokyo Har-
bor, from the Charles Bridge in Prague and
Riga’s Freedom Square to the DMZ in
Korea. I have heard the voices and shaken
the hands of presidents and prime ministers
and, just as important, citizens on the streets
of distant lands. Wherever I go, whomever
I talk with, the message to me is the same:
We believe in America. We trust America.
We want America to lead. And America must
lead.

I wish every American could see our coun-
try as much of the world sees us. Our friends
rely upon our engagement. Our adversaries
respect our strength. When our family went
to open the Olympics in Atlanta, I was so
moved by the statements of young people
from around the world about the efforts the
United States had made to foster peace in
Bosnia, peace in Northern Ireland, peace in
the Middle East, things these young athletes
felt personally because it was their lives, their
future, and the children they still hope to
have on the line.

As we enter the 21st century, we must
make a commitment to remain true to the
legacy of America’s leadership, to make sure
America remains the indispensable nation,
not only for ourselves but for what we believe
in and for all the people of the world. That
is our burden. That is our opportunity. And
it must be our future.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. at Fisher
Theater. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Dennis W. Archer of Detroit, MI, and his wife,
Trudy; James J. Blanchard, former Governor of
Michigan, and his wife, Janet; Mayor Woodrow
Stanley of Flint, MI; Bishop P.A. Brooks, Church
of God in Christ, Detroit; and Mayor Robert
Kozaren of Hamtramck, MI.

Remarks at Miami-Dade Community
College in Miami, Florida
October 22, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very much. Let me, first of all, say I have
had a lot of introductions in my life—[laugh-
ter]—I have had a lot of real good introduc-
tions in my life, but I have never been intro-
duced better than Jerry Sawyer did it just
then. And he was up here, you know, talking,
and he got a real head of steam up, and he
started talking about how the other side said
my economic program would fail and they
all voted against it and they said the sky
would fall, and then all the good things that
happened. I thought to myself when he was
up here really wound up, I thought, now,
where were you when I was preparing for
that debate last week? I could have used you,
Jerry Sawyer.

President Eduardo Padron, thank you for
having us here at this wonderful place. Gov-
ernor Chiles, thank you for your leadership
for Florida and your friendship and advice
to me. And the same for you, Lieutenant
Governor MacKay. Congresswoman Carrie
Meek was up here. She told me that she
started out here at Miami-Dade Community
College. And I could tell that you are still
her people, and she is still yours, and you
should be very proud of her—very proud of
her.

I’d also like to thank some other folks who
are up here with us today: Attorney General
Bob Butterworth; our insurance commis-
sioner, Bill Nelson; Congressman Peter
Deutsch; and of course, the chairman of your
board of trustees, Martin Fine. Thank you
all for being here. Thank you, gentlemen, for
coming. Thank you.

I have wanted to come here for a long
time, to the largest community college in the
entire United States of America. I am grate-
ful to you for many things. But some of you
may not know it—I actually have a member
of my Cabinet who went to school here,
whose parents taught here, and whose moth-
er, I believe, is still in the audience. Carol
Browner went here and then on to the Uni-
versity of Florida and wound up being head
of the Environmental Protection Agency,
where she is helping us to save the Florida
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